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DEPARTMENTAL WORKERS

Interesting Gossip Gleaned Among
ployes of Government Bureaus

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK IN PREPARATION-

Prof Holmes Head Curator of Anthropology at National
Museum Getting Ready for Several Important

Researches Mr Bates Not Yet Back

I
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William H Holmes bead curator

in the department of anthropology in
the National Museum has returned from
an extended trip throughout the

States He been preparing the
way for some archaeological work which
he Intends to do in the West Prof
Holmes has a party employed in

in the interest ef archaeology
There are some ancient flint mines in
this State which the professor intends
to investigate He has another party
occupied in Arizona in the work of ex-

cavating in a sulphnr spring Last year
in the vicinity of this spring an

find was made in a similar spring
The find consisted in about eight hun-

dred Indian implemeats which as has
been ascertained were throws into the
spring as sacrifices to the deities which
were supposed to inhabit it It is ex-

pected that the spring upon which
Holmes is working will produce a sim-

ilar find
Prof Holmes also visited the spot at

which the famous Lansing skeleton wiss
found near the Kansas penitentiary
The bash was discovered by
who wore excavating a cellar It is
supposed to be that of a very ancient
man It belongs according to Prof
Holmes to the same family s the
American Indian The remains says
the professor were so associated with
the geological formations as to indicate
very great age for the race to which
they belong The geologists are now at
work attempting to determine the exact
age of the formations but it is expected
that nothing very definite will result
until careful excavations are made It
Is thus to learn whether the body
could have been introduced in
times It is clear that If such is not
the case we have here the oldest trace
of human occupation on the American
continent unless the California evi-
dences should turn out to be genuine
Prof Holmes made diagrams and

of the place where the skeleton
was found and measurements and
sketches of the skull

Prof Holmes has been connected with
Government service since 1872 having
entered it as assistant in the United
States Geologies Survey from 1SSO to
1S89 he was geologist in the same sur-
vey Subsequently he was appointed cu-

rator In the department of aboriginal
pottery in the National Museum
archaeologist in the Bureau of

in charge of explorations and final-
ly he accepted the position which he now
holds He Is a native of Ohio a grad-
uate ot the Normal School
and was afterward a schoo-
lteacher He has written extensively on
ethnology on archaeology especially
relative to the prehistoric and on the
ceramic and textile arts His article
entitled Stone Implements of the Poto
macChesapeake Tidewater Province
received the Loubet quinquennial prize
of

Mr C A Bates chief of the assess-
ment division of the Internal Revenue
Office has not as yet returned to his
duties at the Treasury Some time in
August son Dr Bates very mysteri-
ously disappeared in New York and Mr
Bates at that time left his post in the
Treasury Department to take up the
search E Bates has as yet not been
sound

Mr Arthur E Middleton of the office
of the Supervising Architect of the
Treaspry Department has moved into
the city from Washington Grove where
he and his family have been spending
the summer Mr Middleton is known in
musical circles as a basso of rare abil-
ity

The Government Printing Office has
lost of its oldest employes In the
person of Capt W H Murphy assistaat
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to the paymaster of that department
Mr Murphy died very suddenly Sunday
morning having been at his post on Fri
day Ha had been employed in the de-

partment since about the year 1867 hav-
ing come In under Mr A M Clapp Con
grea2lonal Printer at the time Mr
Murphy had served in the Printing

ever since and was very well
known He served In the Third United
States Artillery He was a resident of
the District

The Government Printing Office coos
cil oS the National Union Is preparing
for a very large euchre party to be giv
en In Convention Hall council ex-

pects to make it the largest affair of the
kind ever held In Washington Arrange
ments will be made for seating 2540
people The features of the euchre will
be an orchestra of thirty pieces which
will furnish entertainment while
people are being seated and a brigade of
ladles in white costumes who will punch
tickets The largest euchre ever held
here seated 180-

0lr Richard McGrath head gardener
at the Treasury Department made
very elaborate decoration a floral
way in the garden at the north of the
Treasury grounds He has four figures
composed of alteroatheraB and coleus
which represent as many corps badges
Earlier is the year the Grand Army of
the Republic requested the Secretary-
of the Treasury to make these badges
and the beautiful designs made by Mr
McGrath are the outcome of that re
quest In the northwest corner of the
grounds Is the emblem of the Sixth
Corps The design is a crose Next to
this asJ perhaps the most beautiful of
the tour Is the badge or the Seven
teenth Corps The arrow of the design
Is in rod the groundwork is a deep
green white just inside the border is a
sparse array of cqleus Mr McGrath
ras been congratulated on the success
ie has had with his coleus as it was
ioubted whether this plant would grow
n weather as cool ns the present The
next design I Maltose cross a
eery pretty piece of work representing
he emblem of the Fifth Corps In the
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northeast corner is the fourth design
the shield of the Twentythird Corps
Great care is required in tending these
decorations and they have to be coveredevery night to protect them from the
night air

Not only is Mr McGrath responsible
for the splendid success in the creation
of the badge designs but to him is due
the credit for keeping the Treasury gar
dens in the beautiful condition in which
they have been during the closing sea
son Mr McGrath hns his art down to
a nicety knowing no only how to take
care of flowers but being able at the
same time to arrange them mott at-
tractively

He has been a gardener at the Treas
ury for eleven years Prior to his com-
ing to the department he employed-
as fireman Ia the District Fire Depart-
ment for seven years

Mr Charles 1L Robinson chief of the
proof room of the Government Printing
OfHcebas just returned from aa extend
ed trip Through Europe He has been
gone for two months Upon his arrival
at the office Monday morning he found a
magnificent bouquet which was the

of the employes of the proof
room Mr Robinson visited London
Glasgow Edinburgh Carlisle Stratford
onAvon the home of Shakespeare
Paris Brussels The Hague ana Schrev
eningin the famous watering place in
Holland At the last named place he
spent a very pleasant time with Senator
Stewart of Nevada and Mr J H Rals-
ton of this city

While in London Mr Robinson was
fortunate enough to be given a seat on
the platform at the Labor Congress
which was in session at the time He-

met there a number of members of the
English Parliament

Mr Robinson Is a native of Indiana
but came to Washington in 1S67 He
at once took a position In the proof
room where he has been employed ever
since He has been chief of this divis
ion for about eighteen years Befere
leaving for his Trip he was presented
with a handsome gold G A R badge
by the Government Printing Office ex
Sailors and Soldiers Union

During the civil war Mr Robinson
served in the Eleventh and Seventysec
ond Indiana regiments He entered the
service as a corporal and was promoted-
to the rank of EecOnd lieutenant He
was with Wilders brigade of mounted
infantry for a time and was in the cam
paign against Gen Joe Wheeler

The greeting which awaited him ea ala
arrival at his post when be returned
teslies to the high regard in which
associates in the Printing Office hold
him Mr RobicsoH Is 3 meaner of the
Morris Post of the G A R of which
post he is excommander

Among the veterans of the Govern-
ment Printing Office is Mr James A

Scott of the proof room He received his
appointment from the State of Pennsyl-
vania In the year 1868 Before coning
the proof room he read proof on specifi-

cations
Mr Scott is also a veteran of tie civil

war In August 1S61 he enlisted for three
years as a private in Coles Brigade of
the Maryland Cavalry Scouts He was
immediately appointed corporal and
later sergeant In the fight near Lees
burg Va he was severely wounded On
September 17 1S62 he was taken pris
oner by Stonewall Jackson at Harpers
Ferry He was exchanged and rejoined
his command in the following December-

At the expiration of the three years
term the brigade was recruited to a
regiment and Mr Scott reenlisted for
the remainder of the war During the
spring and summer of 1844 he was with
General Hunter on his great raid In
February 1S 6 Mr Scott was promoted-
to hospital steward of his regiment and
was discharged from service at Balti-
more in July by reason 9f the close of
the war
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Prof 0 T Mason chief of the division-
of ethnology In the National Museum
is busy at present carding a great num-
ber of specimens which have lately been
received These specimens were at the
PanAmerican Exposition sad later at
the Charleston Exposition

Few people says the professor know
the great amount of work connect
ed with the entering ef curios into the
museum Then he proceeded to outline
the routine through which every article
has to pass before it is exhibited to the
gaze of the public All correspondence
regarding the specimen an its arrival
goes to the administrative assistant
Then when the article itself arrives itis sent to the registrar who receives
and registers it After this process is

through tie articles are given to
the heads of the different divirions who
in turn parcel them out to their

assistants who catalog them
poison them and make out a scriptive
card of every article This is very
complete It contains the ur eum num-
ber the accession numfce tfcn name of
the specimen the people from whom it
came locality whence it ea the

of the person who collected it the
manner in which it was acquired the
date its position in the museum its

and a full description of the
article itself The specimen palsoaed
to preserve it from injurious insects If

specimen Is for exhibit It IF put In
the exhibition series ai 7uoonUd by
the worlds artists 2M for
the purpose of study it iz arefully
wrapped up and placed in a drawer for
that purpose

To show the manner In whkh some of
the specimens are acquired Mason
produced a letter from a teacher In
China to whom the Smithsonian bureau
of exchanges has furnished all the sci-
entific publications of the different de-
partments of the Government This
teacher proposes to collect for the mu
seum whatever It wants in the line of
natural history botany or ethnology
He also offer to collect models of the
water and land carrying devices used in
China including a mnjol of the human
carrier as he is harnessed up to convey
burdens Prof Mason hurried to aecept
the offer as those cjieclsifins are just
what the museum wants
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THE PLAYER FOLK

TIlls is the last season o the Prim
rese and Dockstader minstrels Next
year each member of the firm of mia
strete will be the head of his own com-
pany

Mr Primrose will direct his own en
terprise while Klaw Erlanger will
look after the business affairs of the
Dockstader venture

This will not be Dockstaders first at
tempt to go 3t alone in the minstrel
world for as long ago as 1SSO Dockstad
ers Minstrels under the direction of
Harry CVapham toured tho country with-
a good deal of autistic success even if
tie money did not roll iato the box of
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flee in large enough quantities to make
the company an out and out success

Dockstader kept pegging away indus-
triously for several seasons and then
gave up the work in disgust and went
Into vaudeville where he regained his
lost fortune Dockstader has always
been ranked high up in his profession-
as a performer even if his management
has not always been of the best

George Primrose will no doubt feel a
bit lonesome as he goes around the
country next year with his merry min-

strels for it will be the first time his
wrther extensive career that hehas
had ODe or more partners to share his
sueceeses for it should be remembered
that Primrose has never yet known

but success in the minstrel busi

Back in 1873 the Haverly minstrels
contained tour very promising

They were Milt Barlow George
Wilson Billy Vest and George Prim
rose or Prim as he was commonly
known Minstrelsy like every other
feature of the theatrical business was
not so well developed then as it is to-

day The companies trouped from
tows to town renting the local opry
houses or halls in such places that did
not beast of a temple of Thespis

The Haverly organization did not have-
a regular treasurer and in the evening
during the first part it was part of
Primroses duties to stand on the door
jingle seven or eight silver dollars in
his hand to show that he was with
the troupe and watch the people pass
in to see the performance the while
keeping a sharp lookout that Mr Raven
ly was not imposed upon and that he
got every cent tbat was coming to him

Ik many Instances Prim was called
upon to take his turn in the box office
and sell tickets especially in towns
where the company rented the only
available place to give its show In this
manner tHe young daneer for at tit
time Primrose was a clog dancer and
nobody ever thought of his occupying
one of the positions of prominence on
the ends either banging the tambourine-
or shaking the bones obtained an early
business training that has stood him in
good stead in later life

During the 1873 tour of the Haverly
minstrels and that season Charles
Frobman was with the company in the
capacity of advance agent Barlow Wil-
son Primrose and West got the idea
into teir heads that it would be a fine
thing to start a minstrel show of their
owns and following the custom of min-

strel performers the quartet had cards
printed showing the heads of the four
and containing the words Barlow Wil-
son and Wests Minstrels

These cards were liberally distributed
in every theater In which the Haverly
company played that year and toward
the end of the season Jack Hav
orlj aase to Primrose and said

Prim want a good agent next
I doat know whom have yeu got in

mind
answered the colonel you

boys are sure to make a go of it and I
want to be with you

However Jack Haverly was not with
the show whedit commenced its career
at Wilmington Del August 20 1S74

The first Barlow Wilson Prlmros
and West compaiy was distinctly a
dancing show

THe organization contained such aim
blefooted gentlemen aj Primrose and
West John Doyle Frank McNish Fox
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and Ward Jimmy MackIn and Barney
Fagan

McXish soon grrauated from the danc-
ing class and established himself in pop
ular favor by his Silence and Fun spe
eialty which was one of the earliest de
partures from the cMtime acrobatic
turns McNish reU surprisingly-
for severs years but iu was imitated so
much that his style ol performance soon
fell into the commonplace

Barney Fagin is still dancing and is at
present playing the music halls of Eng-
land with Henrietta Byron

Jimmy Mackn later came into promi-
nence as the dancing partner of Fran-
cis Wilson the com opera comedian
and the team of Mackin and Wilson was
counted amoc the best in the business
for many years until Wilson commenced-
to read books and aspire to something
better than the minstrel field offered

The Barlow Wilson Primrose and
West show lasted four years when Bar
low and Wilson started a show of their
own and Primrose and West joined
forces with George Thatcher and then
the organization jcnown as Thatcher
Primrose and West prospered for

The Barlow and Wilson show lasted
but a single season Barlow persisted-
in clinging to his oldtime darky spe-
cialty and George Wilson refrained from
freshening up his Waltz Me Again act
and in consequence they did not do the
business tbey expected

The Thatcher Primrose and West or-
ganization was in existence seven years
when Thatohar left to start his Tux
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edo company which proved an
as it practically cost him the

better part of his fortune

George Witeoa started a company of
burnt cork entertainers of his own but
bis success was not suScieat to encour-
age him to keep the organization moving
for more tItan a season

Than Seorge Primrose and Billy
West became partners and about this
time West blossomed forth as an inter-
locutor with more frills to his work than
any man who had ever before occupied
the center of the semicircle It was
worth the price of admission to see the
suave West indulge ia madetoorder
repartee with the gentlemen on the ends
and at the conclusion the jokes an-
nounce that Mr Harry Leighton the
worlds sweetest teaor will now favor
us with an original selection

Many a Un has the audience wished
Mr Leighton would retire and give Mr
West another chance to repeat his an-
nouncement

Billy West and George Primrose
were business partners for seven
more sad during this period celebrated
their twentyflfth anniversary in the
minstrel field by giving a monster per
feraance at the Madison Square Gar
dea in 1S96

When the two men dissolved business
relations West started off on his own
hook while Primrose associated himself
with The opposing organi
zations ran across each other every once
ia a while and the battles that ensued
were about as picturesque as anything
that has ever enlivened the theatrical
profession Tbe most important of these
engagements occurred at Buffalo when
the city was literally plastered all over
with the flaming announcements of the
two blackface shows

During this intense business rivalry
Primrose and West remained fast
friends and when the latter died in
Chicago at the Palmer House last
spring Primrose hurried to New York
to receive the remains and acted as one

the pallbearers and of the whole
concourse of mourners there was none
so affected as Primrose over the
of his side partner of twentyseven

During the period that George Prim
rose has been prominent in the amuse
meat field numerous opposition min-

strel have sprung up and after a brief
existeoee withered by the wayside a
ter ineffectual attempts to share some
of the success that came to the onetime
Haverly dancer

Araeag these companies were the Du
prez and Benedict show Hooley and
Emerson the latter being Billy Emer
eon who is now stunts In vaude-
ville NEil Bryants a show that eon
fined its operations to the Eastern
States and did not seek glory farther
West than tbe Ohio River Emerson
and the Big Four the big four includ-
ing Smith Waldron Martin and Cro-
nin and counted one of tbe strongest
collections of minstrels of the time
McNish Slavic and Mc
Nlsh the silence and fun man Bob
SlaviH now dead and Carroll Johnson
who is still staging Irish songs and

Could I Only Pick the Winner In the
vaudeville theaters Rice Sweatman and

late Billy Rice a funny fat
comedian with a wonderfully humorous

of eyes Willis Swsatman now in-

v devfil aitf Barney Fagan
dancer the W S Cleveland show bead-
ed by one K f Primrose and Wests

employe and at one time among
the strongest minstrel organizations on
the road

Cleveland bad an opportunity to put
almost every ether show out of business
but one day he heard somebody say that

had been ambitious and he too
wanted to have the same thine said of
him with the result that he started out
three troupes one season and soon hoard
a dull thud in the vicinity of his ex-

chequer and ever since the ambitious Mr
Cleveland has been wondering what it
wag that struck him

The minstrels have bad a hard time of
it during the past twenty years or so
for their ranks have been depleted by
the vaudeville and comic opera man
agers and some of their brightest

have deserted the box of burnt cork
for tIe stink of grease paint

The oldtime minstrel afterpieces have
elaborated into threeact affairs

and labeled farce comedies the f-

rciliar tricks of blackfaced shows of
years ago have been appropriated by the
farce writers and BO less prominent a
dramatist than Charles Hoyt went to the
minstrel field whenever he wanted any-
thing particularly effective in the laugh
creating line

And yet this type of stage entertain-
ment is as popular if not more so to
day than ever before and there is no
evidence that the interest of the publi-
cs on the wane
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SANDERS STAYMAN
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PERCY S FOSTER Manager
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BIG WIST IN NAVAL

Seven Southern Companies-
to Form Combine

SAVANNAH Sept 30 The greatest
change ever known ia naval stores
business is about to be eoMsvnnatad
A sew 20 W eerp rtfon will
be perfected and will take over the
busiaiese ef seven houses which with

ww vo
the new company which will be the
greatest naval stores cenpaay in Ute
world hiving largest eapltalizatioa
awl doing tie greatest votaiae ef busi-
ness

Those to go into tie combine are
Southern Naval Stores Cenpeay of
Savannah the Ellis Yeuag Company of
Savannah the Downing Company of
Brunswick The Mutual Naval Stores
Company of Jacksonville Tie Florida
Naval Stores and Commission Company
of Jacksonville The Gulf Naval Stores
Company of Tampa Carabeller and
Pensacola the West Coast Naval Stores
Company of Pensacola

These seven companies handle the out-
put of over goo naval stores producers
of Georgia Florida Alabama and Mis-

sissippi Altogether their business ex-

ceeds during a year 27500 casks of
spirits of turpentine and 120000 barrels
of rosin or an aaaual volume of
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11000000 On Wednesday a meeting
will be held at Jacksonville at which

articles of incorporation for the new
company will be finally adopted Law-
yers have been at oa them and
all the companies will be represented-
at the meeting by their chief officers

On Thursday the advertising of the
articles of incorporation will probably
begin It is proposed that the new
company which will begin work under
the title of Consolidated Naval Stores
Company shall begin business on the
1st of next January In the meantime
the several companies which become
part of It will it Is understood go Into
voluntary liquidation so that their busi-
ness will be entirely closed up by the
close of the year

EMPEROR TO RECEIVE BOERS
BERLIN Sept 30 Emperor William

has decided to receive Generals Botha
Delarey and DeWet the Boer com-

manders They are making a weeks
visit in this city
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First Assistant Postmaster
General Discusses if

First Assistant Postmaster General
Ttfyan we has just returned freia a
months vacation on tie roast ef Maine
is a believer ia tie return e o d
ear idea Speaking on this subject

Mr Wynn said
Advertisers who desire to do a postal

card business en a large scale are de-

terred therefrom by tie im

volved It is estimated tbat oaly about
10 per cent of stamped postal cards and
envelopes are returned to seeders An
expenditure of 100 per cent in postage
for such a small return naturally op
erates against an extensive of the
malls for such purposes

Many large advertisers unquestion-
ably would use the mails for legitimate
advertising purposes if required only to
pay postage on the cards and envelopes
actually returned to them If under
proper safeguards the mail service can
fill this public need the department
should meet the demand EsUmates sub
mitted to tie coraratestoH tbat recently
investigated the subject show that for
the proposed service many millions of
dollars would be added to the firstclass
postal revenues These estimated range
from a minimum of M ee upwa U

No private interests could be invaded
and the legitimate increase of the

service from a y source would be
both useful and gratifying But to make
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Special Lot of Cut Velvets
We place on sale tomorrow a lot of Black Cut Velvets

of qualities that sold for 200 250 and 300 per yard These are all
neat designs in figures and stripes and a few pieces on r
grenadine backgrounds They are very popular for Coats gTllJ7
Jackets Waists and Skirts Yon most see them to appre
elate this extraordinary value While thoy last pet yard

Sale of Linens
Blankets and Comforts and General Bedding Needs-
A realm of good values Prices are pitched so low that HO frugal

housewife can afford to remain away Very special bargains are offer-
ed in tomorrows whirl of Blanket offerings Look at the price Note
the qualities Think of how much you save
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the exDeriment a success business must
be sought and expertoace would indi-
cate that private enterprise alone can
furnish such stimulus with safety to the
Government and to the postal revenues

To the criticism that the service is
to be in part performed by private en-
terprise answer is made that the mail
service is dependent upon private as
sistance and cannot be performed with
out aid The department owns
practically only the mailbags and locks

purposes the rail-
roads steamboats stage coaches Sreetcars mail transportation wagons anti
all other mail transportation methods
are owned controlled and operated by
private individuals or corporations
There is nothing novel or new in the
proposition to engage the assistance of
private enterprise for the betterment of
tIme postal service

The need of some such return pos
age system is conceded and the duty of
the department is to meet that reed
The waste estimated at about SO per
cent which prevents a greatly increased
use of the mails should be obviated if
possible One of the feasible plans

should promptly be Inaugurated to
its success or failure
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Just exactly 50 left of the
great 8 Oregon City Allwool Cham-
pion be no more
The case price Is more today than
what we give them to you for Fin-
est California wool thor
oughly shrunken They ft f ffare the talk of the town
Be one of the 50 47vv V

3 and French Satins Corn
forts good white filling jf A-
slghtlv pretty designs
fancy or light V1
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420 to 426 Seventh Street 417 to 425 Eighth Street

WHEN IN DOUBT BUY AT
HOUSE HERRMANNS

This pretty solid oak extra heavy Chamber Suite very neat
earrings and good finish large 3drawer dresser C

with plate mirror and combination commode to match k lsA big bargain at 5 J

No Coal Bills to WorryllJDllCrl0 over When You Buy
Our Excellent OH Stoves at the Lowest Prices

Cash or Credit
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Seventh and Eye Streets
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that graceful insignia of the un
dergraduate tell a tale of oue
of the most interesting epqchs of
the cultured womans career

Her college life is replete with
incident

Her classwork sports and
pranks are told in print and pic-
ture through the pages of THE
DELINEATOR

girl of today offers
a striking contrast to the educa-
tional methods of the generation
past She has the
prize of culture selfhelp and
selfpossession

Such reading is beneficial to
all clssses

15 cents per copy Sold by all
Butterick Agents

Send roo now and get the Magazine
for an entire year

LEWIS BAAR3-
2T P St N W

Sole Agent for
THE DELINEATOR

ANT BCTTEHICK PATTBBXS-
ml Phone Main SOS

Last Call
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The Cap and
Gown

Thecollege
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Buys Quickest i
Best J

And Cheapest
If you need an extra Bedroom

Suite a Mattress Springs Com-

forts Blankets or Iur
allure ef any kind you can ibcy j
it here at lowest cash pri esjand5
on easy weekly or tneatily spay

meats arranged to suit youricon-

veniefice Our prices are all mark

for

GRAND

ARMY

SUUPPL1ES4

4

Crockery

ed in plaia figures for com-

parison We make lar aoS line
all carpets of post noiofcarge

for waste In matching figures
Open an at get
what you need

817819821823

SEVENTH STREET
Between H anti I Sin

Have you beard that cfarinty aowiette

Played by U S Marine
Sousas Innes and

ROYAL MAKtSTE BANDS OF ITALY
Another

Our Special Price this week SSc

see PA AYE

NEW PATENT NOSE GLASSES
lenses cheaters from 8 to
3 Our price LUU
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Cosey
Corner
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Salem

E F DROOP SONS

GlJ filleJ wammte4 for 30 yrs

t free

I
account once tand
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